Intermediate filament structure.
In the past year, several new developments concerning the structure of intermediate filament proteins and their assembly into intact intermediate filaments have been made: the coiled-coil structure of a rod domain has been elucidated; the basis of the chain interaction and its role in intermediate filament assembly has been specified; the organization of nearest-neighbour molecules in keratin intermediate filaments has been determined; and the glycine loop structures of the terminal domains of epidermal keratin chains have been defined. In addition, mutations in intermediate filament chains that promote pathology have been reported for the first time.